Historic home
in the balance

Fate of Creek Farm house debated

By James Buchanan
Ibuchanan@seacopsionting com
PORTSMOUTH — As the
tug of war to save one of
Portsmouth's most historic
homes continues. some oppo-
nents of its destruction say
the Society for the Protection
of New Hampshire Forests
(SPNHF) was not forthcoming
in its fund-raising efforts to
purchase the property,

Asked Friday about.issues -

regarding the fund-raising to
purchase Creek Farm — lo-
cated along Sagamore Creek
- and accessed from Little Har.
bor  Road SPKHF
spokesman Richard Ober re-
quested time for SPNHF to re-
spond in writing, :

On Monday, SPNHF Presi-
dent Jane A. Difley sent the
following statement to the
Portsmouth Herald:

“The Society for the Protec.
tion of New Hampshire
Forests acquired Creek Farm

m—

in September 2000 because of

the rare opportunity to secure
for the public one of the last
pieces of open space on
Portsmouth’s waterfront. This
project is under careful re-
view by the trustees and staff
to insure that the-property en.
trusted to the Society by Mrs,
Noel is managed consistent
with our mission and capabili-
ties and Mrs. Noel's ex
pressed tonditions. :

“We are aware of the con.
cerns regarding the house
that have been raised in re-
cent months by some historic
preservation advdcates. At
the present time, however, it
is clear that our obligation to
carry out the terms of the
deed must be honored. The
Society continues to commy-
nicate with selected individu-
als and groups in the historic
preservation community who
have shown an appreciation
for the delicacy and con-
straints inherent in this mat-

See CREEK FARM, Page AT
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the -35 acres surrounding  the
house are by a conser-
vation easement. *But the conser-
vation easement excluded the five
acres around the house, which is
what T was hoping to save, |
never imagined that they wantsd
to tear it down,* Smxi:yuid. y

Adding to. arguments that
SPNHF did not fully inform con-
tribtitors of the history behind the
Bouse or that the house would be

removed or  destroyed is a.

brochure sent out
‘for the purchase of Creak Farm,
The brochure makes no mention
of the house, its history or its
fate. The brochure does, however,
show a picture of the property
that includes the house, and a pic-
ture of SPREF president Jane Di-
fley standing with Noel on a porch
of the home,

Also, in a press release issued
in December, SPXHF said it has
“permanently protacted 35 acres
of land and buildings on Sag-
amore Creek in Portsmouth * To-

to solicit funds

ward the end of the release
says, “Eventually, in ac-
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riticized over Creek Farm

cordance with Mrs. Noel's explicit
desire, a residence at the property
will be removed,*

There is another house an the
property built much more recen
than- the historic Iarmhousug
which is due to be removed.
SPRHF has said it is going to i
the o&g house to aid in main.
taining the property.

Rep. Martha' Fuller Clark, D-
Portsmouth, a historic preserva-
tionist, also says SPNHF was not

forthcoming with people about

the house.

“At our meeting in December,
{SPRHF) told me that all the peo-
ple they collected monay from
support - bringing the house

“down,” said Fuller Clark. “But ]
do not believe they had an open
and full discussion with people
about bringing the house down.*

James Garvin, state architec-
tural historian for the N.H. Divi

port from him and others for tear-
ing down the house in an attempt
to validate SPNHF fund-raising.

* “Initially, it was put to us that
Martha Fuller Clark approved of
demolisking the house, but we
uow know that she {5 very inter-
ested in preserving the house,”
said Garvin. *My point is that
some people who are quoted as
supporting the demolition of the
house do not in fact support that.
In fact, we have been quoted as
being indifferent to the destruc.
tion of the house when we most
certainly are not."

F\xn?lxﬁy&uk says, though, she
briefly visited the house with a
member of SPNHF on New Year's
Day in 2000, and was asked
about the house and the possible
need o tear it down to save the
land. Puller Clark said if it meant
saving the land, tearing the house
down would be OX.

As Fuller Clark learned more
about the history of the house,

- however, she changed her mind

and has met a number of times

reach a compromise to save the
house, But, Fuller Clark said,
SPNHF has been unwilling to con-
sider alternatives, saying to her it
is under a legal obligatiot: to re-
tove or tear down the house.

“The society has failed to recog:
nize the historic significance of
this house,” said Fuller Clark. *]
don't really think they took the
time to look at the building.*

SPRHF has said the require-
ment to remave or destroy the
house is the explicit desire of
Noel. Friends of Noel and her at
torney, Charles Degrandpre, how-
ever, say that she does not want
the house torn down. Also, Hoel
sent two letters to SPNHF, the
first saying she does not want the
house torn down and the second
saying that she had been ap-
proached by SPNHF about remov-
ing the house,

with SPNHF in an attempt to
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